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| | In your youth ſhes will ieaehyort 
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i: and then followethchardnes of, | 
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greateſt iudgement- that G' brin-| 
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wif | whether thy time be-nor as ſhort 28 | 
therrs ſeeing (as I ſaid afore)not only 
| wicked men vponcarth, bur all the 
Diuelsin hell, andall the creaturesin 
| the world are armed againſt thee, 
| whileſt chou- remaineſt impenitent | 
mictretindbyfonc. 
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'| anſivere for themſelucs in that great 


The prentiſes prattiſcin godlines,| 


appcarance,before the awful Majeſty 


that ſits vpon the throne? with whati þ 


confuſion and ſhame ſhal they ſtand, 


when he ſhal ſay vnto them, / —_— | 


into the world to doe my null, andyou 
baue done your owne wi's ? I allowed| 
you time and mcanes to repent, you 
deſpiſed both time and meanes and 
repented not : 1 gaue you many g 
motions in your hearts to make you 
returne vnto me : and you put mee off 
fill after ſo long waiting, with, What 
we will amend; Did you thinke [woull 
pardon you at laſt? How conld you then 
in common gratitude difple:ſe ſo graci. 
ous a Lord? Did you thinke I would 
not pardon you? what madnes beſot. 


ted you that you durſt offend mee{; h 


without hope of pardon ? I will now 
yerifie my words, which I ſpake 
my meſſengers, which I ſent vnto 
ng you haue hardened your 
earts againſt me, you ſhall not enter 
into my reſt: Ge ye carſedmto enerlaſt- 
ing fire, prepared for the Diucll and| 
his Angels, 
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 O howſhall theſe impenitent lin- | 
| gerers then take on, howling and L 
rauing, and curſing the day of their 
| [natiuitie, that the aire ſhall be then 
"|| | crazed with their hideous and gaſtly | ».; fv | 
1 | |clamours! Ar:d what a comfort will | | | 
{{ |itbec to che godly, both yong men 
p | [and young maides that haue | cy | 
| 1 God betimes, and taken paines to 
"4 [mortifie rheir luſts, toſee rhe Lord 
"| Bin length proccede in iuſtice againſt 
"1! [the careleſſe wicked ones, which 
F haue liued in all pleaſures and eaſe in 
4s) | this life, when they themſclues haue 
been afflicted and maligned, and de-| 
"| {rided, for the profeſsion of the Goſ- | 
pell of Icſus Chriſt? | 
O my Brethren and Siſters, when 
the Lord in that day ſhall haue done | 
| toyou all the pood that he hath pro- 
by [miſed,and ſhal haue made you Kings | 
and Queenes to raigne with himand | 
his roiall Son for cuer: then ir ſhall be | 
| no griefe nor offence of minde vnto 
F you, that you haue not powred out 
PC || your ſelucs into all exceſſe of riot,and 
g\||<2amitred finne with grecdinefſe 
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as the prophane & vngodly do, Then 
it ſhall not repent you that you haue 
conſecrated the flower of your youth 
to God, who is ſo bountifull a rewar-' 


der of them that ſeek him, What hurt 


ſhal it be then vnto you that you haue|| 


ſhunned this Juſt, and that folly : this 
vice,and that wantonnes, which you 
might haue commitred, and where- 


need = then ſtomack at ir that you! 
haue been termed modeſt fooles and 
preciſians, and ſuch other names of 
diſerace by the godleſſe mulritude, 
whomyou ſee damned by a iuſt ſen- 


rodip but the tip of your finger 1n wa-| 


vnto you haue been tempted?. what] 
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tence,and haled away to endleſs tor-|| 
ments before your face ? where they|| 


ſhall beg that one of you may be ſent| 


ter,to coole their tongue in the mid- 


deſt of the flames, and ſhalnot ob- 


| taine itzwho would not rather mourn 


for their ſins now, and forſake them 
now , and change his courſe now, 
though it bee with ſome vneaſe and 


late? 


wraſtling at the firſt, then to wiſhhe 
had done fo afterward,when it is to0 
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| late ? and to lament and roare in that 
remedileſſe horrour and deſpaire for 
| cuer: bearing apart in that dolefull 


wicked in Hell. wee hare wearied our 
ſelnes in the waies of wickednes and de- 


F | fruttion, and we haue gone thorow dan- 


erons pathes, but wee hane not knowne 


profited vs,or what benefit hath the pomp 


(ef riches brought vs? All theſe thin gs 


are paſſed away with a ſhadow, and 
as a poſt that rideth mainly by : wee 
haue had the righteous in derifion , 
and in a parable of reproch : Fe fooles 
thought their life madnes , and their 


lend without honour : Burlo, they are 
L . 
counted among the children of God, 
{and their portion is among theSaints, 


So haue wee erred in our imaginati- 
ons, & the ſun of ynderſtanding hath 
not riſen ypon vs, Now wee know, 
when it hurts vszo know ; now wee 
vnderſtand , when ignorance were a 
bleſsing. To conclude this Chapter 
and this firſt part of my Treatiſe, 
whartſoeuer you hauc beene in the 
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the way of the Lord, What hathpride| 
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yeares paſt, bee new men now, Twill 


not giue you reſpite till next yeare, || 


nor next moneth, nor next morrow, 
but cuen this day, this night, this 
houre in which thou art admoniſhed, 


amend: remember the name of the|| | 
Lordis I AM foreuer; and he ww | 


not them that are alwaies, I will be, 

repentance is neuer too ſooue,," {0 

long as the finne is gone before. 
Yoxth is the Spring, eee is the! 


Harueſt: in one we ſowe, in the other|} 
weereape, if in our youth wee ſoweſ[ 


the ſecd of yertue and obedjence,we 
ſhall in our age reap thefruits of oy, 
peaceand perl(cuerance tocuerlaſting 
life, if the rares of vice and /:: entrowſ- 
res, it will be hard if cuer the harueſt 
be otherthen vnprofitable bundles, 
which will bur kindle the vnquench: 
able firc of hell vpon our heads. Let 
your creation, or your redemption, or 
yow in Baprtiſme , or the power and 

atience of the Lord, or bo retrours 
of conſcience , or Gods reietivg of 
our prayers , or Chriſts denying you 
his interceſsion,orthe fightmy of she! 


crea- 
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creatures againſt you , or the Lords 
curſe vpor: your bleſsings; or the har- 
dening of your hearrs by cuſtome of 
fin,or the vncertaintie of your death, 


| ot the difficulty of late repentance,or 
| |the baſe and vnbeſeeming meaſure 
| | offred ro God, orthe increaſing of 


your accounts, or the ſtritneſs of the 
laſt ——_—_ or hel-fire it ſelfe, or 
all theſe together, rouſe and ſtartle 


[| [you fromyour bed of floth, and cauſe 


you to reforme your lives, renounce 
the world and worldly wickednefle, 
and to honour the Lord your God,or 
ever he take his light from you, and 
or euer your feet ſtumble in the darke 
mountaines, leſt while you. lpoke for 
the light hee turne itinto the black- 
nes of the ſhadow of death, But if you 
will not heare me, that giue you ſea- 
ſonable warning, my very heart ſhall 
mourn in ſecret Pr your ſtubbornnes, 
and mine cyecs ſhall weepe and raine 
down teares, becauſe the Lords peo- 
ple are ſold-ynto finne, and the chil- 
dren of my mother are carried cap- 
tine to deſtruQion, 
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AVING ſpoken of 
the miſchicfes & dan- 
C gers which wee ſand 


I Ex $a arc vnconuerted; Con- 
fider with me next the means which 
the Lord hath ordained for our con- 
uerſfion; that if wee haue a minde of 
returning,we may make vie of them 
and not nepligently paſſe them ouer 
without any fruit, as our faſbion hath 
been in former times. Almighty God 
hath giuen vs firſt our life and being 
in this world, hee hath made ys men, 
and breathed in vs a reaſonable ſoul, 
whereas when the clay was in his 
hand , hee right hauc moulded vs 
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into any othes ſhape ; hath giuen ys 


our ſenſes, and diſtributed all our : 


limmes, according to their proper 
and ſeuerall funtions: hee hath put 
all the creatures in ſubie&ion vnder 
our feete : ſo that from the glorious 
Sunne in the firmament to the little 
Emmet that creepeth vpon the duſt, 
cuery thing doth ys ſeruice, Hee hath 
preſerued vs hitherto all our life long 
from innumerable dangers, where- 
into others hanec fallen,and wherein- 
to we had fallen,if his gracious hand 
had not vpholden vs : And. ( which 
paſſeth all this) he hath by the death 
and ſufferings of his owne Sonne re- 
deemed vs from the mouth of hell, 
into which elſe wee euery mothers 
ſonne of vs irrecoucrably were fal- 
len.Now ſaith the Apoſtle, this boun- 
tifulnes of God leadeth vs to repen- 


tance, Thereforc hath hee beſtowed | 


all theſe benefits ypon vs,and promi- 
{ed many moc , thereby ro ſtir vs vp 
to abandon vicious life, and to be- 
take our ſelues to his holy and bleſ- 
ſed feruice, Trie wee, faith the Lord, 


whether | 
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whether .I will not open ' the win- 
dowes of heauen and powre you out 
| blefsings without meaſure if you will 
returne ynto me, 

C my Brethren, if your hearts be| 
not ſauage, how can it bee but this 
kindnes of ſo great a Maiefty, ſhould 
binde vs to him for euer? what beaſt- 
ly iogratitude is it to turne ſo man 
comforts and good things,as he hat 
gwen vs (that wee might be the bet- 
terable to ſcrue him) to the diſhonor 
and iniury of ſo louing a giuer by v- 
fing them to ſerue vs in finne ? our 
dogs are not ſo vngratefull to their 
' maſters; the Lions and Beares haue 
ſhewed more courteſie and thankſul. 
nefſe to their benefactors. That hee 
hath ſpred our table with full diſhes, 
and made our cup to oucrflow ; that 
hee hath allowed vs warme clothing 
by day, and a well fethered neſt to. 
couch in at night, and bodily health 
ro make theſe things ſweeter and 
better taſted tovs, are bounties that 
we can neuer deſerue while wee liue 
' with all the obedience wee are able 
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 [pliſhing the worke of our redempri- 
+] on; this onely , this wholly and this 


life, all our labour, all our ſervice, 
and all our loue, Thata man frank- 
ly giueth his goods to another, is a 
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to performe, But that God for man 
ſhoutd'become man , and that God 
for man ſhould die in the fleſh ; and 
ſuſtaine ſo many ſhamefull indigni- 
ties & intollerable paines in accom- 


more then all rhings, doth challenge 
yntoit, euen by ſpeciall deſert, all our 


token of no ſmall bounty; butto be- 
ſtow his owne life for another , and 


that not for friends bur for enemies, 
| as the Son of God did, when he died 


forvs, itisan incomparable and an 


vnconceiucable bounty , the Angels 


of heauen do-wonder at it, & dehire, 
(as Peter ſaith)continually to behold 
and looke intoit: and ſurcly if this 
bounty and graciouſnes of our God, 
cannot win vs to clcarſ{2 our waies 
and forſake our finncs, all the dewes 
of grace arc quite and cleane dried 
vp inourhearts, and therc is no hope 
that any thing will winsge vs. Butit 


—  ——__ 


will | 
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{ will fall out by vs, as E/dras in his ſe- 
nat; Teond booke and g.chap. grauely de. 
| 


nounceth againſt ſome like vs. Such 
as in their life have recemed benefues 
| from the Lord,and haue not regarded to 
| kr:ow hims; but hawe abherred his lawe 
whilef they were yet in liberty and when || | 
| they had the leiſure of amendment, and|\ | 
would not underitand, but deſpiſed: : 
they muſt be taught after death by paine 
what it 65 80 recompence enul for good, 
Another good meanes to bring vs 
to repentance is, the conſideration of 
Gods iudgements executed ypon 
Ffinners in allages , whom God hath 
made examples for our admonition, 
on whom the ends of the world are 
come. The Angels for ore finne were 
throwne out of heauen, Adam for 
one ſinne caſt out of Paradiſe, and all 
his poſterity after him condemned to 
perpetuall miſcrie. Lots wife for one 
finne turned into a pillar of falt, de-; 
fes and Aaron for one finne debarred 
from entering the Land of Canaan, 
Michal for one finne plagued with 
 barrennefſe. The whole tribe of Ber- 
ramin 


_— 


——— _— + cw 
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— 


conſumed with peſtilence. Anaries 
& Saphira for one ſtruck dead in the 
place. And yet thou after many rhou- 
ſand finnes, crieſt (till God is merci- 


that mercie will bee as great as the 
theeues vpon the Croffe, God is mer- 
cifull,] deny it not:So the Phyſician is 
Skilfull , and yer giues ouer his pati- 
ent ſometimes, becauſe he ſees him to 


not becauſe the Lord wants mercie , 
bur becauſe by deferring repentance 


recouerie, Tell mee nor of the theete 
ypon the Crofle, for of two theeues 
one was damned, It was amiraclc, 


were common. All the Scriptures 
thorow there is not one {ſuch another 
example to be found : and therefore 
for thee preſ\i1wprtuouſly to goe on in 
thy fins, vpon this ſhadow of hope, is 
\ zll one,as if fome good fellow ſhould 


we” and his true freedome. 


jamin for one fin rooted out, Three. | 
ſcore and ten thouſand Ifſraclites for 
one ſinne of Daxids, in three dajes 


—— 
- 


— 


full, and preſumeſt that thy part in | 


| be incurable. If thou be damned, it 1s \ 


thy heart is deaded, and thou art paſt | 


and miracles were no miracles if th ey | 
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hope his horſe would ſpeake Engliſh, 
becauſe once Bal:anss Aﬀſe viteres| 
plainly the language of A94%.Surely 
theſe be they that deſtroy themliclues 
with the workes of their owne hands 
(as Salomon ſaith)callin g iniquity vn- 


friend of it, they come to naught, | 
But what ſhould I ſpeake of anci- 
ent judgements, whe thoſe that haue 


| him, as if he would take poſlcſsion of 


beene executed at our owne doores, 
hauc not wrought vpon our hearts ? 
To omit all other , whar are wee the 
betrer for that dreadfull peſtilence ſo 
lately amongſt vs, when death like 


doores both old and young before 


our houſes one after another, till hee 
had ſeazed the whole Citic into his 
owne v{c?Oh my brethren, thoſe that 
bee not blind may ſee, there is not 
one finne leſle this yeare ; then was 
the Jaſt, In the Church there is as 
much carclcineſſe and contempt of 


to them both with hands and words, | 


and when they thinke they hauc 2 


2 mercilefſe tyrant thruſt all out of | 


Gods word : In the ſtreets as much 
pride:} 


mba 


mo n BMy @ © tKkKyfy & ©, wy , 
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ride:Jn che ſhops as much lying and | 
wearing : In the Tauernes as much | | 
{drunkennes & excefſe (notwithſtan= 
{ding his Maicfties aQof reſtraint ) | 
In other places as much filthiucſte, b 
|and as little conſcience and deuotion | 
as eucr there was before, ſo that the | 
Lord may complaine of ys, as hee did | 
of old : I have ſmitten them,and they | 
haue not ſorrowed ; 1 have corrected 
them for amendment , and they arc | 
worſe and worſe, The Lord grant | | 
we be not caſt off(as a father caſts off 
his vnthriftie ſonne, when no meanes 
will reclaime him ) and that the re- | 
mouing of his plague from vs (ſecing | 
wee arenot bettercdby it) be nota 
kinde of cruell pitic: anda giuing vs 
to our owne hearts-luſt till our | 
iniquitie bee full, that wee may then 
fall by an vtter deſtruction, chaſte- | | 
ning inthe meane time the countries 
round about ys, as hauing ſome 
hope of their turning and amend. | 
ment, | 
Let vs therefore with all ſpeed | 
humble our ſclues vnder Gods migh- 
ry | 
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{ and the voice of his Prophets and 
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ty hand, and make a godly vſe of 
his iudgements that euery little cha. 


uill waies; that we may ſtand in awe 


{hall he ſmell a ſauour of reſt, andre. 
cejue an attonement for the land ; ſo! 


, . } 
lifted vp vpon vs, and ſo ſhall it goe 
wel with vs and with our children af.! 
| ter vs1n their generations, 


ſiſement of his may driue vs to a lo. 
thing and forſaking of our former e. || 


and not fin: for as our God is a iea-j[ 
lous God, and a conſuming fire, fo 


' ſhall the light of his countenance bec{]| 


Another very dire& meanes to thy 
end,isthe preaching of Gods worde 


Miniſters, _— carly, and premo- 
ing vs the way wherein wee ſhould 
 walke. Thereforc the Lord when he 
ſent the Prophet /eremy to the people 
of Ifracl and Iuda, hec bade himpro- 
 claime a faſt, and te!l them whar hee 
had threatned againſt them: Becauſe 
(faith the Lord) it may be when they 
heare the euill that Tpurpoſe to bring 
ypon them, they will returne from 


niſhing vs of our danger, and ſhew-(ſ 


a MM 
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their wickednes,& ſo by thatmeanes 
Imay forgiue them their finnes, and 


{receive them to fauour, This is the 
i manna that came aownefrom heauen , 
| this is rhe immortal ſecde by which ſo | 


{ haue wee to bleſſe the Lord thar it | 


| Our Fathers loriged to ſee theſe daies 


[need not croffe the feasto ſceke in. 


many are born to Cod How great cauſe | 


hath pleaſed him ſo to diſpoſe of vs, 
that we ſhould be borne and bred in 
ſuch a time,and among ſuch apeople, 


1 


[{a5profeſle the faith of Telus Chriſt, ; 


and are daily taught and inſtruced | 
both ro belecue & liuc accordingly ? : 


rr CEOS 


and could not ſee them; we feareno 
burning nor impriſonment for pro- 
feſsing the. doCtrine of Chriſt, wee 


ſirufion, we may in'a blefſed freedom 
of minde aid body approch to Gods 
altars, and fir dt the feere of the Lei: 
Prophets , and heave of thoſe hetwenty 
Comforts and direttions from their 
wWouthes, Neuer was Lovdos ſp wel ſup- 


I 5 ———— 


plitd with Loaly renererd A "1-ifters, | 
ſet rhe firſt fone of her wals was laid, | 
Then in this Dry day. The Lord leſs: 
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continne and encyreaſe the number, 

| But what account make we of theſe 
meanes? we can content our ſelues to 
fit an hourein the Church to heare| 
| gods word taught,not for conſcience 
| = for faſhion, as our decdes make 
 plaine. For where almoſt is he or ſhe| 
' thathath lefr any one deere (in this 
ſeauen yeares, though twice ſeauen 
| yeares they haue heard jt condem- 
| ned? nay, (which is (trange) vpon the! 
monday we commic thote very ſinnes| 
which vpon the Sabbath day before 
were to our faces molt particular 
reprooucd, which were enough to 


diſcourage vtterly thoſe men w 4 God 


? 


whenweſleepe, ftudying and ſpend- 


tance,an we (like wretches)ma ng 
{mall account of it, and profiting lit 
tle in godlineflc by it: but that the| 


| goe forth in vaine; buteither it ſhal 
ven, or finke ys down fecper tothe 


in the worke of their miniſterie , they||| 
taking ſuch paines , watching for vs|| 


ing their ſpprics to bring vs to >! 62 | 


Lord hath faid, his word ſhall neuer|| 
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pit of hell. And the labours of his Mi- | 
niſters ſhall bee as highly rewarded 


for leauing the gracelefle ones with 


ſoule from going aſtray. ,- 
A Servant when hee is com- 
mmanded to doe any thing by his Ma- 
ter, will feare to looke his, Maſter in | 
theface, orto come jn his way if hee 
negleCtit, and doe it not, How dare 
wee then hauing fate in the Church, 
and there heard(out of the Pulpir the 
kate of Gods Oracles){1n forbidden, 


[ibath, and yet guilty ro.our ſelues an, 
||the meane time of {o great thſobedy. | 


| xepentance enioynecour negligence 
(taxed, not.once,byr continually from 


'timeto time, with precept vpon pre- 


our excuſe, as for conuerting. a weake 


cept, line vpon line : I ſay; how dare 

| wepreſſe ſo boldly without any awe ' 
or. reuerence. ! into. the preſence of 
God ( the great Maſter of all M- ' 
'fters in the world)Sabbath after Sab- | 


fence? vnleſſe we come thither mn an ! 
inſolent faſhian to Ntout and our-face. 
the Lard ; or xa\laugh. jn.qur;flgcues. 
aJhis weaknefſe that will be þorpein | 


" 
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| hand with'a cunning: ſemblance,and: 
| as wellpleaſed as it the deede were' 
performed. ATT > 


—— — 


this ſort with the Almightie : if hee] 
ſpeake,-Icrivis ſeruants-heare : if hee} 
| command, deferte not ro doe it: re:| 

ceiue it notal the word of man , bit 
as it is iffdeed the word ofGod. Pray 
aforchand .that'you- miy feele the 
vertue ahd power of it in your heart, 
renuing and chan ing your wils ir] 
afteclions : ler the feete of them be 
beautifull char' bring this ridings of 
peace and good rhings' vnto* your 
Theyare the Embaſſadours of the & 
uerliuine God, and diſp6ſers of his ſe: 
'Crets 2 they are our Fathers in Chrif, 
by whom we are neW begotten tot 
\ ternall life. 'The Lora'hath, given 
them power out of his' word to pro: 
nounce hislentenee , ' fo that whit 

they binde on carth 1 3 bound in hew 


looſed in heauen, Let vs Have thernin 
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| O my brethren, crethble oO dallyin 


per: 
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 uen's andWhat they looſe on earth's] | 


fineular lone and relerchce 'fbr thelt [1 


workes ſake: The c6Rttipt of tho || 
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d{| [perſons is a, notable policie of the di- 
re | Jucll, ro make'their teaching be con- 
| {temned alſo, Let vs ſhew ourthank- 
inſ] fulneſſe rp God for them, in obeving | 
eel | [thoſe things which they command ys. 
ef] {in his name. They hauc-called 'vpon 
| |vs. long enough for amendment; let 
ut! | |chem now baue cauſe to commend vs 
ay|| [that we haue amended. Let. our hea- 
hel[ |ring bee atlengtha ioy rothem, leſt 
| [their ſorrow hereafter bee @ witneſſe 
dl} [againſt ys : One /orah conuerted Ni. 
be{ [niueh, what a ſhame ts it to vs that ſo 
of} [many Jonah ſhould doe no: good in 
"u:|| [London ?. _ 5-4 

|] | Another meanes to ſet vs forward.in- | Good 
ſe:|| [the way of repentance, is the reading | bookes and 
iff,|| |of. good bookes, and mutuall con- | PPrence. 
\&'| [ference, and exhortation: one of ano- 
«| [ther, Theſe: doe both after one ſort 
0-\| [bob vs continually on the elbowe, 
ut|| [and even importune vs to wel doing, | 
*#|| [and would worke ſome good effect 
1'is if wee were not negligent and care- 
149] |efſe in the vſing: of them. Bur ſoit | | 
e||/is,how much tune doe we ſpendadle+ 
et | yn doing nothing, or vnthrifrily 1n 
al}; ..: G 3 deing | 
RV — — — _—_ 


I ttt. A h. " 


dl 
anp_—_———_ = 


ie Es, 


{| our trades will beare ir; or if wee be: 
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doing naught, never rakinga good 
book in our hands all the week long, 
though we haue choice of many,and 


gin,it growes irkeſomſtraight before 
wee haue turned one leafe quct;-orif 
we haue the patience to Hor thorow 
tro the end({lightly enough ; )we caſt! 
it in a corner to bec moulded and 
tmoarh-ecaten, and are as much the 
better as hethat hath lookrin a glaſs 
is, after his backe is turned : becauſe 
we doe not ſtirre vp and whet our rei 
membrance by a ſecond more adui- 
ſed reading,efteeming our old books 
as olde friends, which muſt euer now 
and then bee viſned, thar acquain- 
tance may be renewed an net loſt, 

So for our mutuall exhortiig one 
another ,how ynequally haue we per- 
formed it ? ſparing them too much 
with whom we are inward ; & repro- 
uing them roo tartly whom wee like 
not ſo well : and perhaps 'thinking 
{cornro be admoniſhed aur ſeluesby 
any, How many times when we haiue 


| 
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mettogether for our comforts,and t6\| 
45-2 | the || 


i |nefſe, that ctien thoſe thar are back- 


awd his true freedome.” 
| theedifyitts 0{1e.of another in godli- 
\nes, haue we burſt our tnroprophane 


= 


[and idle talk,lecting ourmourh loofe 
to all vanity,thar ſhould haue vitered | 
YTracious words, giving proofe of the 
inward ſanctification' of our hearts ; 
fo flie is the' diuell (the perpetual c- | 
nemic of all good things) when wee | 
go abour co diminiſh his King<6me ; 
torob vs ffom our {elues, and {itert 
our beſt thoughts another way.” I 
peake this the rather,'that alt thoſe ; 
(that are the proteſlors of the Goſpel, | 
might vfe theſe nieanes hercaiter, | 
with more care and conſcience, left 
they be ouer-reacht by this ſight of ! 
bag? : and ſera watch before their | 
mouth, and kcepe the, doore of their'| 
[lippes, thar they giuc no exawple of” '; 
[lightneſſe or vanny to them that are ' 
new conuerts . nor vnto.any other?” 
bur carrying themichues as parernes 
\mto them, in word, m conuerfariot, 
in faith, in ſpirit, inJoue andin purc-'. 
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'wardeſt in religion, way bee drawnc 
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|the corruptions of the world. Fo 
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vcrtue ſhewes ſo well in whomſocuer 
it is, that it ſtirres vp, a meruailous | 
loue and deſire of it in them that be 
he it. .. fo he 

But if neither Gods benefits, nor! 
his indgements, nor his word , -nor 


godly bookes, nor the good counſell 
and admonition and examples of our 
brethren (who are more careful of 
our ſalyation then we our ſelucs) will 
preuaile with vs, let the ſhorrnes and || 
| vncertainty of our owne life make vs| 
looke about vs. For whar is our life 
but a yapour, a flower, a flaſh, a ſha-| 
dow,a dreame,vanity,nothing? Haue | 
youcuer obſcrued the bubbles which 
boyes blow vp ina ſhell of ſope-wa- 
ter, how ſome being {wollen to a de- 
rerminate quantitie, breake immedi- 
ately in the ſhe? ſome the wind whil- 
leth vp aloft into the ayre, and are 
diſſolued there : ſome flie alowe by 


ground, till at length they daſha- 


BE 


thing. Such things are men and wo- 
men, whe you ſee a thouſand of them 
| | wal-| 
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goainſt the | grow » and come to, no- | 
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/ 


walking the ſtreets, imagine you ſee 
{4 thoutand bels,or bubbles of water 
wandering vp and downe : ſome a 
high aboue all their fellowes (as the 
gale! fauours them ) ſome in a lower 


[region , and with 4 thought as high 


as the higheſt : {ome beneath that 
lowneſſe, and ſome-as low as the pa- 
nement, Now, ſtand Rill a lictle and 


d$4#, f 


men or new Boy them: WW hich 
you wall, for all is one) blowne vpin 
the places of theformer, | 

bl this be our beſt firmeneſle, if our 
mettall be thus full of flawes , if our 
life be but amomepr , and yet vron 
that, moment depends etcrnitic of 
weale or wacin the lite to come: who 
would: not take opportunitic by the 
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forctop, and make hay (as the ſaying 
is) while the Sun ſhines 5 who would 
} pur off hjs amendinenr till co tor, 
l. row, when he knows not whay agay 
| may bring forth? Man knowethnot 

| his end (faith the wiſelt amon#'men)|| 
bur euen as the fiſhes bee raken with 
| the hyoke, and the birds be ſodainly 
intrapped with the fnare , fo are the 
children of men preuented with the 
| cuill day when it comes vpon them| 
ſodainely, Ha 
of When the tree falleth, whether to. 
13 ward the North or South, there it 
/ | lieth: andin the fame ſtare youie, 

{ you ſhall be judged, Learnetheffore 
' to number your dayes , and confider 
ſeriouſly of _ latter end, that you 

may repent berimes, for that is wiſe- 

dome ; and depart from cuill,for that 

| isvnderſtanding. Orifyou ſcorne all 
LL, other ſchoole-maſters,' tearnc of 'the 
| Diucll one rule of policie; He know- 
| ing his time to be ſhort, will do what 
| miſchicfe he can, you knowing your 
time to be ſhorr, doc you what ood 
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| 


the diſcipline of a well gouerned 
houſe, which may ſer ſtraight the 
| manners of a yong man,and reſtraine 
him from thoſe vices, whereto by 


cox 
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57” FR Sorts | 
TE=# Here remains yetthree 
= oth.cr meancs, which T 
SS cannot paſs ouerwith- 
q\; out making mention” 
Box ofthem,  - 
The firſt is the care of maſters,and | 


- — = 


reaſon ofhisage,or the corruption of 
the place, he is inclined : For the pro- | 
uerbe holdeth for the moſt part true; | 
Lix: MasTtR, Like, MAN, 
If Abraham feare God, his ſeruants 
and houſhold will be religious, If He- 


rod ſcorne Chriſt, his captaines and ' 


courtiers will deride him alſo. In the 
Hiſtoric of the Apoſtles Acts, when 


any houſholder was conuerted to the 


faith of Chriſt, you ſhall finder ſaid; 
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| hath the Lord ordained ſtrengh)but 


| families: and that we keep ſeruants, it 


FE 


=y ——O mn br eo oa Yoo w— 


"The prentiſc, cs practiſes bh godlines, 
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| ſhewing ;. thar 'as they were ſw aied 


before ofan Idolatrous maſter, to ſu- 
perſtirion :ſonow they are Graied by 
a Chriſtian maſter to the true wor. 
ſhip and ſeruice.of God, 

Here therefore I thinke.ig.not + 
 mifſe to ſhew rhe dutic of a x Maſter 
inſome meaſure as God alt Enable 
"me; not that I would take ypon me 
each my efders and betters (yet let 
none diſdaine rolcarne of yong ones, 
ſeeing euen our cradle ſometimes! 
may teach vs wiſedome ; for out of| 
the mouthes of babes and ſucklings 


to the end that wee that arc yer ſer- 


uants and prentifes may know how to| 
carrie and behaue our ſelues, whenit 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord, to lay ſuch : 
charge vpon Vs. 

Firſt, (my Brethren ) when the 
Lord ſhall” call vs to this waightie 
charge, that we'come to. be rulers of 


behoouerh vs ,nay,wee.are bound in 


cutie ro God, ro haue as great a Care 


ul cf. 
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uice' to God, as wee will looke that | 


his maſter with a good conſcience, | 
The awe and preſence" his raſter 
'to'ouer-ert and chide hit needs not," 


= an his true freedomte. $5Y | FJ 
'of their ſatuarion as of 'our owne, —_— 
and:toſee they doe their faithful ſer- | 


they ſhould faithfully ſerue vs : For| 
afſuredly that ſcruant that is not faith=} 
full ro God, can neuer bee fairhfull' | 
to his maltet: but he that ſerues'G6d | 
with a 206d conſcience; will ſerue} 


for' his -owne theart wilk-check hint," 
arid the fear&of God will keepe him" 
from vntruſtineſſe, You may hndea 
kinde of pickth anke'offitiouirieffe in 


|ſeruants of another makino;bur there: 


is no ſeruiceike his that ſerves man 
for conſcience toward God, 


defire of faithful fernice toqurſclues, 
the' care'we'{honld haue of out chil- 
| drens: godly” education, thitt they be 
not' eraſe; i fhould donblc-our 
care ro'kee od! y feruatits'?'For the 
liberalf ms 36k of a childs eafi] 
iltwith th lead nntjnetsof aſcy- 
| rtf, ' Hence dotnithcchthir loſt 


"And beſide'onr dutic ro God; and/| 


rhcir 


|They doe | 
1beſi lerve |, 
-thcetr Yafte 
'ers,that 
\baue lear» 
"ned firſtto 
ferue God, 
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| 


their firſt words are ribauldrie and 
fearcfull 'othes, and that they learne 
to blaſpheme God before they can 
plainely ſpeake God ; yea ſometime 
they prouc twofold more the chil. 
dren of Satan then their Tutors were; 
For a new veſlell will kecpethe ratch. 
of the furſt ſeaſoning a long time af- 
_ i: | 
| Cauſe them therefore to frequent: 


| ments &c, Bring, them. with yay, 
where they may bee inſtcucted. in the 
waics of the Lord to. dae rightcoul- 
nes, eſpecially on the Sabbath day: 
becauſe that is a day. appointed and 
ſet apart of God himſelte for his wor« 
ſhip and feruice,whercin he wil haue 


to the end we may prepare them the 


the holy excrciſe of religion, as Prea-| 
-tching, Catechiſing, Prayer, Sacra- 


The prentiſes practiſe in god enes, | 


| 


| our ſeruant as freeas our ſelues, and} | 


better tothe ſan&ifying af che. Lords, 
day, wec are to call them vp betimes,! 
inthe morning, to praycr,, wherein, 
firſt wee are to thanke the Lord, fax, 


| wrertches,and namely 


all his. mercies to ſuch vnworthy,, 
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preſeruation the night paſt : Thento| - 
beleech his Maieſtic that hee xvould 
ſo,prepare and fit our hearts to thg ; 
profitable retaining of his molt holy | 
and bleſſed word, and ſodirect the 
mouthes of his Miniſters that day in 
the vrtering of. ic , that it may bee a 
comfortabl: ſauour of life and ſalua- 
tion to vs, and not a ſavour of death 
vntodeſtruttion, ORE 
_ And hauing, ended this dutic by 
ſcuen in the morning, we may if wee 
will direRly goe where there ſhall be 
a Sermon yncill exght , ſo comming 
home we are to goe to our owne Pa-' 
riſh Church, both in the forcnoone, ; 
andin the afternoone; and after that 
[tg ſome. LeEture as there bee, duers 
(blefſed bee God) in diucrs parts 
of the Citie. And. hauing thus ſpent 
the day till ſix at night, we are not to 
cqutenr our {clues - HK thinking we 
have done by thus rime a work of [u- 
ererogation ; þut to come direfly 
Fomthe Ledlare to our houſes, and 
call our ſeryants together, to praiers 
toAmighty God, chat ic would plcals 
FD 15 


| 
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his Majeſtic to giue a bleſsing vpon 
that which wee hauc heard, that we 


oood dunes, feare the threatnings, 
and lay vp the comforts from the 
mouth of his Miniſters plainely the. 
wet adhd laid down vnto vs. And ha- 
uing ended prayers for that inſtant; 
we are to examine euery one of them 
particularly whar, lefforis they haue 
learned at Church, and what vſes 
they were raught, of thoſe lefſons: 
and having done that,to give thema 


—— —— 


Nay auoide the finnes, execure.the| 


generall exhortation , incouraging 


which hath promiſes of this life, and 
of that which isto come, and ſo.to 
nake an end for thattime,with ſing. 
ing aPſalme of thanksgiuing, . 
Now as we are'to perfnrme theſe 
duties on the Sabbarh day, ſo wee! 
have 6ur dutjes to performe on the 
week dajes alſo: For it is hot eriouph 
for any man to giue' His Fail 5iT 
als, and prouifion one” day in the 
weeke,andletthefl f(t che reftof 
the weeke after, for ſotie ſhvoutd foon! 
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make | 


them to goe forward 1n godlinefſe,N 
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on {| | make a leane houſhold ; but we muſt. 
we || | deale with our ſeruants in Spirituall 
he'/f | chings,as we deale with them in cor- 
| porall thinges; that is , as wee alow | 
hel] | them meat and drink ſufficiently all 
x. || {the weeke Yayes, and onthe Sab- 
2-]| {bath day they haue extraordinary 
r.|| | diſhes: So alchough wee haue beene 
-m|{ | carefull ropray and 4aftruR them in 
ue;| [religion on the Sabbath day : yet we | 
|| {muſt looke wee doe our duties in the 
weeke daies alſo, although nor like | 
|] | ynto the Sabbath :for the Lord doth 
hg | | not require it at our hands, This diſci- 


. 


Wipline and good order, if we would 
carefully inure qurPrentiſes to, ſeuen 
0 || | or eighryecres together,cilltheirfirſt 
youth (the age which is ſet ypon che 
very pinacle of temptations) bee paſt | 
{|| [ouer, methinkes it were enough to K 
+6 | | vill all che weedes of vices in them, | 
ke] þ |and ro make cuen Atheifts religious, S- | 
-h and grow into a habit of antimony, 


UA © 


113} 2nd odlineſle, Om | | 
be | 7 I chinke it needfull for eucry | 
£f| | [one of vs, (as we are yerſeruants) to | 


Yn know our duties alſo; tizt wee ray | | 
H demeane | | 
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demeane our ſclues, agreeably to our 
preſent condition. 

Firſt then we arc to follow the coun- 
{ell of the Apoſtle, to be obedient yn- 
to our bodily maſters with feare and 
trembling, becauſe they De (in ther 
places) vnto vs as God, God hath ſet 
them ouer vs in his owne ſtead: ind 
therefore we ought nor only to carry 
a reucerend eſtimation of them,count. 
ing them worthy of all honour, bueto 
performe our dutic and feruice vnto 
them, not to the cic as men-pleaſers 
bur as the ſeruants of Chriſt , doin 
the will of G 0.» himſelfe ſingh 
and from the heatt, Iabouring con- 
tinually to pleaſe them , and ſubmit- 
ting our ſelues to.themin all things, 


) 


larfull things, For if a maſter com- 


mand his ſeruant to ſpeake alie, or 


much, when they coſt nuch leſle, or 


to breake the Lords Sabbath; in ſuch 


asthe holy Ghoſt commanderh, But|| 
this muſt not be vnderſtood abſolute-| 
ly, but with an exception; So they be\| 


to ſweare his commodities coſt fo|] 
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then man : bur in all ivſt and lawfull 
impoſitions (not croſsing their royall 
commanderment)we are to conforme 
our ſelues in all dutie and obedience 
to them, yea not only to the goodand 
courteous , but euen to the froward 
and fower, For this is thank-worthy, 
faith Saint Perer, if a ſeruant for con- 
ſcience toward God endure ſmart, 
ſuffering wrongfully, Bur it is a great 
faulc in vs that arc ſeruants, that if 
correction be giuen vs (though with 
iuſtice and diſcretion) wee will ſay 
moſt commonly wee deſerue it nor. 


| This is not the ſaying of the holy 
'Ghoſt : For (faith hee) what praiſe is 


it for a ſeruant ro bee buffeted for his 
faults? bur and if yee fault not, and 


|yetſuffer hard vſage and take it pati- 


ently,then is there thanke with God, 
And herein what better ſatisfaction 
or quieting of our mindes can we de- 


|. | fire, then the example of our Sauiour 


himſclfe, who neuecr ſinned, ncither 


was their guiſe found in his mouth, 


| yethe was rcuiſed, and reuiled nor a. 


gaine,he ſuffered beyond all degrees 
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of patience, and opened not his 


f mouth ; but commured reuenge to 


him that iudgeth righreouſly,cuento 
God his Father : So ought wee (my 
Brethren) when our maſters be outof 
reaſon, and offer vs extreame mea- 
ſure, toput it vp and endure it = 
ently, knowing that they alſo haue 
a maſter in Heauen, who beholdeth 
with an equall eye both vs and then; 
and not to anſwere, Sir I deſerueit 
not : For if correion ſhould not ber 

wen tothe moſt of vs, till we cot 
fe we deſerue it, it ſhould ncuer be 
gen VS, 

HeereI cannot keep ſilence, but] 
muſt needs make knowne how good 
and gracious the Lord hath ſhewed 
himſelfe in this caſe to mee his moſt 
vnworthy ſeruant, and the ratherto 
cauſe all other Prentiſes to thinke 
themſclues not miſcrable, but moſi 
| happy, when the Lord hath ſer ouer 
them ſuch maſters, as giue them de- 
| ſerued correQtion with wiſedome and 
diſcretion : For certainely (my Bre- 
thren) had not Ihad ſuch a maſter, 
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(whoſe care and diligence hath been 
ſo great ouer me, in reſtraining mee 
from that ſcope and libertie , which 
my wretched and vntamed nature 
did deſire) it had been bertera thou- 
ſand times I had-neuer beene borne: 
For my bringing vp from my child- 
hood, vntill the time I came to my 
maſter, was moſt miſerable and wret- 
ched, by reaſon of my finnes and the 
ignorance wherein I lived,as the caſc 
of too too many is in theſe daies : yea 
and fince I came to be a Prentiſe (vn- 
rill of late time)my life was moſt odi- 
ous & abominable, both in the fight 
of God and Man. But bleſſed be the] 
name of the Lord, who hath giuen 
me a good maſter, tohold me backe, 
that I could not bee ſo wicked as I 
would , and hath now alſo in ſome 
meaſure opened mine eyes, ( which 
haue been a long time kept ſhut) thar 
Imight ſee how to wind my feet out 


of the ſnare of Satan. | 

Therefore my deere Brethren (vn- | 
to all thoſe I ſpeake that dehre to be 
partakers of the heauecnly ioyes in 
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the life to come) ſhew your ſelues 
obedient to your maſters, and ſub. 
mit your ſ{elues vnder the yoake, yea 
although it be irkſome to the fleſh; 
for you know not the great pro- 
fir and reward that commeth there. 
b 

,—"m certainely (in griefe I veal 0 


it) Prentiſes for the moſt part were 
ncuer {o leaudly and wickedly gi 

uen, neuer ſo vaine and ſo M——s 
neuer ſo full of ſcoffing and derifion, 
neuer ſo inſolent and 'contemptuous 
of God and good men, as they bc in 
theſe dayes. For we are {o apt to be 


| corrupted, and (being corrupred)to 
| corrupt, partly by realon of our na- 
| ture, and partly of the place, that vn- 
lefle our maſtcrsbe the more circum- 
; ſpe in bringing of vs vp, the foules 
$. many thouſand Prentiſes will be 


required at their hands ; impunitic 
ne de- 


Ln ' boldeningvs in finne, and fin 


ccitfully hardening our hearts, that 
all thought of repentance i is put away 
from vs : vs ; Or it any ſhall friendly re» 
| | member Ys, his beſt thanke 1s a mech 
or 
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for his labour- When inquifition 
ſhall be made for bloud of ſoules , I 
would cuery one could ſtand forth, 
ard ſay, Not guilty, but the Prenriſes 
themſclues, Bur I feare greatly thar 
the Maſters will bee to blame in that 
day alſo, and be put to their ſhifts for 
a currant an{were , when they ſhall 
finde nore. 

For ( without offence to any man, 
I will ſpeake a little ) where is that 
Maſter almoſtthar queſtions with his 
ſeruants abour any religion at all? Ix 
may be ſometimes he will ſend them 
to Church; but when they returne, 
what doth he aske them of their lear- 
ning or profiting there ? ynleſſe per- 
haps once at the hundreds end he 
vouchſate to know the chapter and 
verſe of the Text, which (betweene 
the Church-doore and home) euen a 
Parrot wold be taught to pronounce, 
Let him ſend any of hjs people of 
ſome worldly bufineſie, and hee will 
be ſure to aske him how he ſped, and 
nothing will he leaue vnasked to vn- 


derſtand the effect of the crrand hee 
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ſent him about : but for Gods buſi. 
| nefſe and ſoule matters bee they per. | 
formed negligently, or not done at 
all, it mattereth not ; be 1s ſure no ac. 
count will bee required of any ſuch 
thing all the time of his prentiſhip, 
And this is the reaſon that ſeruants 
depart as ignorant,after theyhaue ſer- 
ued ſeuen or cight yeares ſcruice, as 
they were when they came firſt (not, 
of their trades)I meane of that which. 
is more worth then all the trades in 
the world, For a man ſhall profit 
much to know God, The true know. 
ledge of God will bring more ſound 
| rofit in one day toa man, then the 

bet trade in London will doe in ſe. 
uen yeares, For godlines is profirable 
| vntoall things Faith the Apoſtle) 3s 
6 hauing the bleſsings of this life, and 
| of that which is to come. 

Howbeit, ſome there be in Lon-|| 
don that I know (and more I doubt 
notthat I know not) which vſe good| 
orders in their houſes, to che penerall 
good of their Families ( and Idefire 
the Lord to increaſe their number) 
But, 


es Ah — 


| 


nes, that they cannot thrive in the | 


r= 
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But a hundred to one neuer ({pent any 
time with their ſeruants, inthe exer- ' 
Ciſes of religion,no not ſo much as to | 
call them to prayers cither morning 
or euening once in a yeare , whereas 
they are bound(in duty roGod)todo 
it _—_— & eveuing ; and al- 
though there were no comandement 
from God, nor preſident in this kind, 
yer very neceſsity, and rhe ſloth of 
youth ſhould conſtrain vs; and ſurely 
if maſters would care as they ſhould, 
totrainyptheir houſholds inthe fear | 
of God, and in the practiſe of good 
things, it could nor be that London 
ſhould harbour ſo many vngodly 
Prentiſes, or that diuers men ſhould * 
coplain(as they do)of ſeruants leaud- 


world; forthey haue good meanes of 
getting, but is ſpent they cannot tell 
how,ſfoſoon as 1t is gorten:Alas! how 
can it bee any otherwiſe? if their ſer- 
uants be not taughr the feare ofGod, 
and to keep a pood conſcience, how 
is it poſs1ble that ever they ſhould 
have any true ſeruiceat their hands? 


But | 
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But ſome will ſay againe, this is 
not ſo: for by experience I can ſpeak 
this ofa truth , that for mine owne 

art I neuer inſtructed my folkes in 
all my lifc in any religion at all: No,] 
neuer heard them ſo much as to read 
a chapter, and yet I thanke God, he 
hath bleſſed me with good ſeruants, 
ForTfinde my riches to increaſe, and 
I thriue well, and therefore it is not 
the bringing of them vp in religion, 
that makes a man come forward in 
the world ; bur if his fortune bee 
good, wealth will come on. 

Fortune? no, no, it is the great 
bandy-worke of God in ſome mens 
ſeruants, that hunger and thirſt after 
rightcouſnefſe, and ſceke more ſor| | 
faluation then their maſters be awarc 
| of, (or elſe their poore ſoules might 
be caſt away and periſh for ever) and 
then who knows not that ſuch a man | 
thrives for his ſeruants ſake, as La-! 
ban did for Iacebs, and as Pcriphar | 
did for /oſephs? Or itmay be, God| 
caſts his bleſsings into thy lap (cuen| 


againſt all meanes) tofture thee vp 
to 
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to greater thankefulneſle and care to 
ſerue him afterwards, or clſc to leaue 
thee the more vnexcuſable in his 
great judgement for not performing 
{uch cutie and ſervice, 

And therefore let none caſt ſur- 
miſcs of excuſe to colour or ſhift out 
the matter any longer,but wherein it 
appeareth ro your own conſciences, 
you haue beene negligent, make a- 
mends with more care | after:aske | 
not which of your neighbours doth 
thus and thus, and if they doc it not, 
you meane notto begin, Bur reſolue 
you with /oÞxa,lct others take what 


| courſe they will, [ and my honſe wil 


ſeruethe Lord. Let your ;pcople ſee 


| you going before rhemin the praQtiſe 


of eucry good thing, andin the ab- 
horring and auoiding of cuill,ſo ſhall 
they firlt feare to doe that which 


with that which youpraGliſe, Ir ſhall 
get you more authoritic and reſpect 
with them hecere,& increaſe the bleſ- 
ſednefſc of your owne ſoules another 


you hate, and atlength fall mn love | 
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day, that you haue been the meanes 
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(through the _— of God)to fave 


your poore prentiſes {oules alſo, | 

And heere I ſhal defire my worſhip. 
ful maſters of this City(to whoſe Gohe 
this licle handful of papers may come) 
not to take offence at any thing [ 
haue ſpoken out of zeale and hearrie 
meaning,nor to impute it to arrogat- 
cie in me, that Thaue intermedledin 


|thcir offices. (From which proud fin 


(Ithanke my God) Iam free) bur ifit 
be iuſt thatT haueſaicd, and agrec- 
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